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INtLI' NationaL NetwoRrk For EARLY LANGUAGE LEARNING

Juna 185, 1997

Via Faceimile: 515-965-3607
Danny Prashall, Prasident
‘Ankeny Community Bchool Board
Ankeny Community School Dimtrict
P O Box 189

Ankeany, Iawa 50021

Dear Mr. Preashall:

I am aware that you ars going to ba making scae
important decisions concerning the future of forsign
lanquage sducation in your schaol dietrict. Spacifically,
you will be considering whether or not to centinue your
support for Franch and Spanish programs at the elemantary
school level.

sure that you have access to the latest ressarch on the
benefita of sarly languaga learming, Thia information
laaves no doubt that children ages 5-10 ars the hast
candidates for learning a second languags. I'm sure that
you probably have the Association for Supervision and
Corriculus Development's Educating Update (Vol. 37, No. 7,
Sept. 1595}, on hand at your district offica. I quots from
page 4 of the "Undarstanding tha Brain® articla that states,
"the complexity of the brain's léarning means that sducators
should 'orchestTata complex expsriences...[which] means that
the children have handg-on exparience., They have thas
potential toc gngage in dialogue with other people. Thay hava
the opportunity to axpress sosething orally, the opportunity
ta express something in written form, the opportunity to
touch, to racreate." Alsc, ASCD's » Winter
1996 edition featuras a spread on "Formign Languagea :
Learning to Commmnicate in the Raal Worid."

Fage two of this issue refsrs to data collected in Fairfax
County Public Schoals which raveals that "just having the
exparienca of learning s second language helps you battar
analyse and reflect on your own language.®

Also, Languages and Children; Making the Match (Curtain
and Pesola, Longman Publishing Group, 1994} ia ABONG MARY
publishad rasearch documents that supports foralgn langmage
study in the slementary grades. One of tha moat atriking
piaces of information that i1s cited in this and other
documents is that research shows that students who e
foraign languages aver a pariod of years attain higher SAT

' Bafora you make your decision, I would like ta make
i scores than their pasrs who do not have this axXpoRguUre.
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Tha fact that Ankeny Community School District has
offered instruction in forefgn languages in grades 1-12
speaks highly of your commitment to providing the best
posaibls sducation for your school childran., I also work in
4 school district that has aubraced foreign language as a
cora curricular subject, which is in accordance with Goaly
2000 (1954). The pdvent of national
Language (avajlable through the American Council cn the
Teaching of Forailgn Languages, & Executive Plaza, Yomkers,
NY), supports a long saguance of foreign languags study,
Such a program of study fosters critical thinking skille
whan it adopte tha goals of: "Comsunication® in a sacond
language, making "Connections” with other content araas,
"Comparing" the second language with the first language.
The gaals of the study of "Cultura" and the sncouragement of
foraigm language studants to apply what they hava lsarned in
the "Comaunity" prepares them for tha global business
opportunitiea that await thea after their education.

I realize that you have a difficult task ahead o
at tha June 19th School Board asating., As a masher oi m
Executive Board of the National Network for Early Language
Laarning, I would be happy to speak to you furthar on this
mattar. 1 have included my home addruss and phone number
for your convanienca,

Sincarely,
Kay HeWwitt
Nati Advocacy Chairpersmon

Hational Network for Early
Language Learning

109 Westridga Road

_Elgir, South Carolina 29045



