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FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF NORTH CAROLINA

6 Sun Osk Court
Greenshoro, NC 27410

Governor James B, Hunt

State of North Caroling

Office of the Governor

Raleigh, North Carelina 27603-8001

Dear Governor Hunt:

The members of the Foreign Language Association of North Carolina (FLANC) would like
tothnkywkrymeﬁummimpme&cquﬁtyoleducaﬁonfwlﬂmdnuinthepubﬁc
schools of North Carclina. A¢ you know, FLANC promoted the Excellent Schools Act and as
teachers in North Carolina, we look forward to the benefits this legislation wili have for both
educators and students,

We have assembled this weekend for our annus! eonference, and we would like to
eacoursge you t0 support foreign language study in North Caroling, Our K-12 foreign
language program has achicved nastional acclaim over the past ten years due to the vision of
many leaders who recognise the benefits of language study throughont & student’s academic
career. Rescarch han proven that students who have studied a foreign langnage for an
extended periad of time excel as learners. Through the study of & language, the student
develops akille that become life-long learning tools, including increased ability la critica
thinking, listening, memory, creativity, and commmunication. Research also points to
significant gains in subject ares achievement s well as higher SAT scores compared to
students who have had limited or no language experience.

We hope that you will support our mission to provide opportuaities for all students in
North Carolina to study at least one foreign language in the elementary grades through high
#chool. This is an area of scademics in which we lead the nation, and we foel very strongly
about continuing to set en exawmple for othey states to follow. As North Carolina’s place in
the global ceonomy becomes incressingly Buportant in owr fisture, we want our studeats to be
weil-prepared to meet the chalienges they will encounter. Also, North Carolina will host the
1999 Speeial Otympics World Games, and our titinens will be welcoming people from around
the world. This is an exciting time 1o focue attention on foreign Ianguage education,

Tuank you for helping North Carolina to be a national leader in foreigr langusge study in
grades K-12 and for your role in improving the quality of education in vur schools,

Sincerely,

[ B i

FLANC President
and the Members of the Foreign Language Association of North Carpling



